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Water and Wastewater Infrastructure Funding Opportunities
The Infrastructure Funding Framework

State Funding Opportunities

• Ohio EPA - Drinking Water SRF
• Ohio EPA – Clean Water SRF
• Ohio Public Works Commission
• H2Ohio Initiative
• Ohio Water Development Authority
• Community Development Block Grants

Federal Funding Opportunities

• American Rescue Plan Act
• Infrastructure Investment & Jobs Act
• USDA – Rural Development
• Appalachian Regional Commission
• U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
• U.S. Environmental Protection Agency



Water and Wastewater Infrastructure Funding Opportunities
Background: State Revolving Fund (SRF) Programs

• Water Pollution Control Loan Fund (WPCLF)
• Water Supply Revolving Loan Account (WSRLA)
• Single largest source of public funding for infrastructure
• Below-market interest rates & rate discounts
• Principal forgiveness loans
• Broad eligibility for water and wastewater needs
• Co-funding with other sources is common/encouraged
• Established/Financially-strong/Annual Program



Water and Wastewater Infrastructure Funding Opportunities
State Revolving Fund (SRF) Programs

Water Pollution Control 
Loan Fund

Water Supply Revolving 
Loan Account

Started 1989 1998

Low-interest Loans  

Special Discounts  

Principal Forgiveness  

Annual Capacity $700 million/year $170 million/year





Water and Wastewater Infrastructure Funding Opportunities
Eligible Wastewater Project Examples

• New regional WWTPs
• WWTP renovations
• Sanitary sewer extensions to 

unserved areas on septic tanks
• Sanitary sewer rehabilitations
• Large diameter deep tunnels
• Combined sewer separation
• Storm sewer construction with a 

water quality benefit

• Pump station upgrades
• Sludge digestion & storage
• WWTP odor control project
• Back-up generator installation
• Home sewage treatment system 

repairs and replacements
• Stream and wetland restoration
• Planning, design, and    

construction



Water and Wastewater Infrastructure Funding Opportunities
Eligible Drinking Water Project Examples

• Water storage tank replacements
• WTP improvements for HAB, 

disinfection byproducts, etc...
• WTP rehabilitation projects
• New waterlines to unserved areas
• Water main replacements
• New WTPs and wells
• Interconnections with another PWS

• Water Masterplan Update
• WTP generator improvements
• Water meter replacements
• Lead service line replacements
• Consolidation projects
• Pump station replacements
• Planning, design, and construction



Water and Wastewater Infrastructure Funding Opportunities
Special Discounts and Funding Features

WPCLF
• Regionalization discount
• Nutrient Reduction discount
• Water Resource Restoration 

Sponsorship
• 0% Planning and Design Loans
• Extended terms (up to 45 years)
• Structured Repayments available
• Principal Forgiveness priorities = Home 

Sewage, Regionalization, Municipal 
Wastewater, Back-up Power

WSRLA
• HAB/PFAS discounts 
• Regionalization discount
• LSL discount
• 0% Planning and Design Loans
• Extended terms (up to 40 years)
• Principal Forgiveness priorities = 

Regionalization, Priority public health-
based projects



Water and Wastewater Infrastructure Funding Opportunities
WPCLF and WSRLA Funding in 2022

(January – October 2022)

WPCLF WSRLA

# Loans 169 86

$ Amount $697 million $369 million

Savings to Communities $98 million $51 million



Water and Wastewater Infrastructure Funding Opportunities
Passage of the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA)

Overall, $60 billion administered through U.S. EPA
– $44 billion nationally through the State Revolving Fund Programs
– $5 billion for Small and Disadvantaged Communities – Emerging Contaminants
– $5 billion for Clean School Buses
– $3.5 billion for Superfund Remedial Cleanups
– $1.5 billion Brownfield Redevelopment
– $1 billion for Great Lakes Restoration
– $100 million Pollution Prevention Grants
– $50 million Underground Injection Control Grants
– $25 million for Battery Recycling



Water and Wastewater Infrastructure Funding Opportunities
Basic Parameters of the Federal Infrastructure Bill Funding

• Funding to SRF programs is spread over a five-year period 2022 – 2026
• More loan funds available to the State
• More principal forgiveness available to the State
• Almost all principal forgiveness must be directed to Disadvantaged 

Community applicants.
• New funding opportunities for Lead Service Lines and Emerging 

Contaminants
• All SRF requirements apply



Water and Wastewater Infrastructure Funding Opportunities

Federal Infrastructure Bill

Base Program Emerging 
Contaminants Base Program Emerging 

Contaminants
Lead Service Line 

Removal

Water Pollution Control Loan Fund Water Supply Revolving Loan Account

Local Government Water and Wastewater Projects

Loans at below-market rates
Loans including some Principal Forgiveness

Principal Forgiveness-only awards



Rough Estimates of Ohio’s Portion of IIJA Funds for the SRF Programs

Year

Ohio's 
CWSRF 

Portion for 
Base 

Program

New! Ohio’s 
CWSRF Portion for 

Emerging 
Contaminants

Ohio's DWSRF 
Portion for Base 

Program

New! Ohio’s 
DWSRF Portion for 

Emerging 
Contaminants

New! Ohio’s 
DWSRF Portion for 

Lead Estimated Total

2022 $102 M $5 M $45 M $18 M $71 M $241 M

2023 $118 M $11 M $52 M $18 M $71 M $270 M

2024 $128 M $11 M $57 M $18 M $71 M $285 M

2025 $138 M $11 M $62 M $18 M $71 M $300 M

2026 $138 M $11 M $62 M $18 M $71 M $300 M

Total* $624 M $49 M $278 M $90 M $355 M $1.396 B

Proportion of 
Total that can 
be awarded 

as PF

$303 M $49 M $134 M $90 M $175 M $751 M



Water and Wastewater Infrastructure Funding Opportunities

How much grant money will be available?

Type of Project
Annual Grant Funding

(2022 – 2026)
General Wastewater Projects $50 - $60 million
General Drinking Water Projects $25 - $30 million
Drinking Water Emerging Contaminants $18 million
Lead Service Line Replacements $35 million



Water and Wastewater Infrastructure Funding Opportunities
“Disadvantaged” = Potential Access to Principal Forgiveness

• IIJA directs that almost all principal forgiveness must be directed to 
“Disadvantaged Communities”

• The WPCLF and WSRLA examined the existing definitions for 
“Disadvantaged Community” (WSRLA) and “Affordability Criteria” (WPCLF)

• Metrics that are used are generally familiar and transparent socio-
economic characteristics

• Applicants don’t have to gather data… Ohio EPA does the analysis and 
makes the determinations



Water and Wastewater Infrastructure Funding Opportunities
“Disadvantaged” = Potential Access to Principal Forgiveness

WPCLF
Median Household Income (MHI) ≤ $58,116

Unemployment Rate ≥ 5.3%

Poverty Rate < 200% of Poverty 
Level

≥ 30.4%

Percent Population Change ≤ 50% Increase

WSRLA
Documented human health-related 

factors
Present

Water and sewer rates compared to 
MHI

≥ 2.5%

Median Household Income (MHI) ≤ $58,116

Poverty Rate < 200% of Poverty 
Level

≥30.4%

Unemployment Rate ≥ 5.3%

3/4 Criteria
3/4 Criteria



Water and Wastewater Infrastructure Funding Opportunities

SRF Funding Process



Water and Wastewater Infrastructure Funding Opportunities

SRF General Timelines

WPCLF WSRLA

Cycle Calendar Year State Fiscal Year

Nomination Period* August February

Funding Year January – December July - June

* Open nomination period for planning and design projects, and 
certain special categories (lead service lines, emerging 
contaminants, etc.)



How will I know if my 
project is fundable, and 
what assistance I can get?





Water and Wastewater Infrastructure Funding Opportunities
Summary of Program Requirements

Planning/Environmental
• Demonstrate Project Cost-Effective
• Public Participation
• Environmental Review

Engineering/Technical
• Design complete
• Plan Approval –or- Permit to Install
• Bid documents complete
• Comply with AIS and BABAA

Financial
• Funding package in place
• User charge system adequate to repay debt
• WPCLF/WSRLA Loan Application submitted
• Loan Agreement Executed



Water and Wastewater Infrastructure Funding Opportunities
Summary Points

• WPCLF/WSRLA programs – Backbone of water funding in Ohio
• Low-interest loans offer substantial savings over market rates
• Interest rate discounts and principal forgiveness may be available
• IIJA will further strengthen the WPCLF/WSRLA and create new dedicated 

funding for Emerging Contaminants and LSLs
• IIJA funds will be available over the next 5+ years
• Planning and design funds can be available to develop projects
• Project Nominations:  WSRLA – February; WPCLF - August



Water and Wastewater Infrastructure Funding Opportunities

How to Stay Connected?

Website:  https://epa.ohio.gov/
Dedicated e-mail Inbox: infrastructurefunding@epa.ohio.gov
Subscribe for Updates: https://ohioepa.custhelp.com/

(Click on Subscribe to Updates along the top)

LinkedIn https://www.linkedin.com/company/ohio-epa/
Twitter https://twitter.com/ohioepa
Instagram https://www.instagram.com/ohioepa/

https://epa.ohio.gov/
mailto:infrastructurefunding@epa.ohio.gov
https://ohioepa.custhelp.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ohio-epa/
https://twitter.com/ohioepa
https://www.instagram.com/ohioepa/


Contacts and Questions
Katie Courtright, DEFA Assistant Chief

614-705-1147
Kathleen.Courtright@epa.ohio.gov

Jon Bernstein, DEFA Chief
614-644-3715

Jonathan.Bernstein@epa.ohio.gov

Jerry Rouch, Deputy Director
614-644-3660

Jerome.Rouch@epa.ohio.gov
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